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rom the moment the term was coined, bautigue holels
have been delined as much by what they are not as by what
they are. Whal they are not, essenfially, is 'mainstream”;
that is, not ancdyne, not standardised, not ‘international style’
eastablishments whose decor emphasises corporate identity over
individuzl character
Beyond that, the definition of "boutique hotel” has blurred as
they proliferate acrass the globe. They can be big or small, basic
or luxuriouws, based upon old structures or housed within new
pnes, contempoerary in siyle or pasitively atawstic. It seems the
lerm can be applied to just about any hotel that offers reasonably
personalised service and embodies a unique design concepl,
Meediess to say, from the designers point of view, that's nat a
bad theng at all
For a leok at why, one needs ge no further than Causeway Bay,
lncation of a new establishment that in many ways symt:-l;seg the
vasl créative opparunity offered by boutique hotels, For designers
Jaseph Fung of SP2 and Simon Teng of LRF Designers, the Lanson
Place hotel represented a number of invigorating challenges,
beginning with the structure itself. "The owmers wished to have
something resembling a Parisian structure,” explains Fung, who
wag regponsible for the hotel's facade and ground and first floors,
The starting point for the design, however, was a rather
nondescript 28-storey office building that had been laft empty far
years before the current owners took over. Transfarming it inta
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something infteresting — let alone elegantly "Parisian” — would
not be a straightforward task

Compounding the challenge was the spotty track-record of
neaclassicism in Asia. All too often, attempts to transplant
stereotypical Eurcpean design motifs to Far Eastern settings
resull in an undesirable ‘theme park’ effect. To avoid that trap,
Fung was sparing with the fussy details and unstinting with
genuine materials, creating a new grey stane facade that strikes a
gelicate balance between the classic and contemporary
Bolstering its sense of appropriateness is an airy, high-ceilinged
ground floor interior accommodating a concigrge desk and ‘mdoor
courtyard whose splashes of green and natural, earth toaned
materials really do go seme way to evoking the feel of a garden

The reception desk, located on the first lloar, i part of an
expansive lounge area that encourages guests to relax in
comfort and simply wait to be served, Covering a total of 5,900
sq-ft, the space features o martini bar, private room, pianc and
even a small Uibrary, a combination that endows it with a hint of
the exclusive, at-home cosiness of a2 gentlemen’s club, In
character, the ‘url'llf.hll"lf_]ﬁ range Iram modern Lo classic o relro-
modern, a rarely found mix o be sure, but one that adds to the
sense that the interior evalved over time rather than having been
put in phace only a few months aga. 1L is an an unusual mis,”
Fung remarks, "On one hand it's a classical European space, bul
it also has a modern feeling”
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Mot all of the first floor's eclecticism is quite ¢ smoothly
integrated, however. The bathrooms adjeining the lounge provide
a sudden and radical change of pace from the larger ream’s
quirky classicism, being accessed via red steel doors in 2 foyer
equipped with red velvet curtains and chandeliers. The
guesirgoms upsiairs contain their own share of surprises,
Ranging from 380 to 1,900 sq-It and designed by Tong, no twe
rooms on gach floor share the same loak and design. “This was
barn out of necessity than design initially,” says the Londen-
based designer. "Sometimes unconventional and difficult
prablerms make you look at an issue with different eyes.”

The difficulties Tong had to ovarcome concernad everything
from the unavoidably tight dimeansions of some guestrooms to a
lack of natural light in some parts of the lower floors. A carelully
cansidered lighting scheme complementing a muted colour
palette provided part of the solution 1o both problems, giving
even the smallest guestroom a pleasing sense of ainness and
apen space

The way amenities and features are arranged in the rooms
also helps maximise available square footage. Glass partitions,
compact storage spaces and other details such as televizions
mounted on swing arms cleverly enhance the spatial
arrangement. Some of the bathroams also Boast vanity counters
suspended from melal tubes, encouraging the impression that
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they are floating in mid-air. “An everriding aspect of the rooms
was 'less is mare',” says Tong, who has since set up his own
design firm Simaen Tong Associates. "Nathing should run-of-the-
mill, so the attention was focused on the reom and nol
necessarily out the window.”

From the onset, the owmners of Lansan Place insisted on the
absalute necessity of good design, nof just as a means of carving
out a visual identity for their hotel, but as a way to imbue it with
something more inflimtaly more valuable: the sense that one has
arrived at an oasis of elegant calm in the middle of one of Hong
Kong's most irenetic districts, On that score alone, Lanson Place
15 certainly not 3 mainstream hotel.
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